My husband and I have lived in Boswarlos, NL since the summer of 2007. When
deciding on a place to retire, I had always said that I would like to retire to the spot
that my husband was born on, in the community of Boswarlos, on the Port-Au-Port
Peninsula. The beauty and serenity of the bay and surrounding area had always
been a favorite spot of mine and so, we moved from Alberta and built a beautiful
new home on the shore of Port-Au-Port Bay.
At that time there was a junior oil company drilling on what is known as Shoal
Point, which we can see from any one of the three picture windows at the front of
our home. Shoal Point has long been an attraction not only to the people of this
community but to many of the surrounding communities as well. There have
always been fishermen there and they continue to fish the bay. I must confess, I
found it a bit of a ridiculous sight to have lobster and crab pots within several yards
of an oil rig!
Out of curiosity, I decided to check the oil company’s website for additional
information, only to discover that conventional drilling was NOT their only plan.
They also proposed to begin hydraulic fracturing. Comments by them were made
about how “there weren’t very many people here”, or that “they would all be glad
to have jobs” stirred me to do even more digging. Not only did they propose to
attempt another drill, they wanted to do so out under our bay. With NO experience
and certainly no understanding of the local geology

This beautiful bay surely needs to be protected from the process of fracturing! One
look at the landscape and it is easy to see the shale formations are already unstable.

Pitcher plants abound on the marsh of Shoal Point. Mallard ducks return every
year to nest there. Seals can still be found at times on the point and on our
beaches. Whales and porpoise frequent the bay in the summer. We have bald
eagles who nest and live in Boswarlos. How can we even think about jeopardizing
these beautiful gifts of nature?
In the summer months, cabin owners return to Boswarlos. Children and
grandchildren come to visit and numerous tourists come to enjoy the view. Almost
every day, there are people fishing, swimming or boating in the bay. Families are
picnicking on the beaches. Evening bonfires on the beach are a regular
summertime occurrence. How will any of this be possible if there are flare stacks,
drill pads and containment vessels lining the beach?
The wind we have been experiencing in the past couple of years has been
increasing. The drill site on Shoal Point is at sea level and only about 200 meters
from the ocean on three sides! It doesn’t take much to realize that waves would
create havoc with the site. Where will the tailings ponds end up then?
There are several members of this community with lung disease. Their health in
particular would be compromised even more so. While there is not an
overabundance of children in the community, there are many seniors and we
should be protecting their health, not adding risk factors to it!
When Shoal Point Energy left here after another attempt at drilling, they left a
mess behind. Broken down equipment, rusty containment trailers (some of which
are STILL there), large vessels and various kinds of construction garbage littered
the landscape. Thanks to the efforts of the Port-Au-Port/Bay St. George Fracking
Awareness Group, the company had to return and provide some clean up. It was
only at this point that they even secured the well head, with a small barricade
around it. What kind of mess will be left behind when a fracking job goes wrong?
Who will clean it up and what will happen to our water, our bay, our beaches, our
air and our way of life?

This is one of the views of Port-Au-Port Bay from the deck of our home. One of
the many views we have come to cherish and would like to protect.

This is the proposed view we would have if the oil companies were granted
permission to proceed with hydraulic fracturing,

We have one road into Boswarlos. If you are going to Shoal Point, you have to
drive this road. It is very narrow and in constant need of repair. There are
problems with washouts during the spring, fall and heavy rains. There are several
spots that are very close to the edge of what could be a fatal drop.
I am very fearful of what may happen if we have increased traffic that involves the
large vehicles required and the frequency with which they will be making trips to
and from the drill site.

What happens in the event of a spill on the roadway or in one of our front yards?
What happens if by chance our water supplies DO become contaminated? Who
will share their water supply with us? What happens to us and fishermen in the
event of a spill in the bay? Who is looking out for the citizens of Newfoundland?
Please do the right thing and recommend that “Fracking” be banned in
Newfoundland and Labrador!

Sincerely,
K. Hoskins

